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Our Confession Concerning the Wartime Responsibility of the Japan Holiness Church

Now, in anticipation of the 100" anniversary of Holiness missions [in AD 2001], we, the Japan
Holiness Church [hereafter, JHC], give thanks to God for his guidance in the past and are reminded of
the struggles of faith of our predecessors. Therefore, as we look back upon the history of our church,
reflecting upon the course taken by our church, we affirm the inheritance of that faith but also confess to
the transgressions committed in the past.

I. Reflections on Our History

In 1901 when the movement to divinize the Japanese Emperor permeated Japan—based upon
the authority of the Meiji Constitution and the Imperial Rescript of Education—our church began its
mission activities. Under the banner of the "Four-fold Gospel," mission work was extended
throughout Japan and to several other Asian countries. Through these activities our present church in
Japan came into being and Holiness churches in other Asian countries were established, creating today
the Asia  Pacific Holiness Federation.

Further, before World War 11 our churches clearly intended to oppose in faith the religious
interference of the state—based upon the Religion and the Religious Bodies (Control) Acts™—and the
requirement to worship at Shinto shrines.

Nevertheless, our churches did not criticize Japanese militarism and the Japanese Emperor system
that supported it, but rather endorsed it. Ve were not aware the transgressions of the Japanese invasions

1 To control all aspects of the religious life of all religions in Japan, the state registered all religious
groups, except State Shinto, under the Religious Bodies Law of 1939. Since the state limited
membership to groups with a minimum of 50 congregations and 5000 members, only seven
Protestant denominations could qualify. This led most denominations to unite to form a united

Protestant church and to sever relationships with foreign mission societies.
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and even designated the war fought in the name of the Emperor as a "Holy War," repeating such slogans
as the ideology of the "Emperor as the highest priority" and *Honor God and revere the Emperor.” Thus,
by mixing these slogans with matters of faith, we supported the nation's transgressions. As a
consequence, our missions to other Asian nations—missions which had the purest of motivations—
followed the path of Japanese colonialization policies.

Further, during the fifteen-year war of the Showa era [1931-45], we were unjustly suppressed and
forcibly disbanded under the Peace Preservation Law [of 1925] and the Religious Bodies Law. Some
pastors because of their faith lost their lives, other pastors kept their faith by risking their lives in
testimony in court trials, and pastors' families and lay people maintained their faith while suffering severe
hardships socially and economically because of the closing of the churches. Therefore, we believe that
through the struggles of faith of our predecessors in overcoming adversities and because of the
protecting hand of God, our church exists today.

Earlier [in 1933], however, as we were was expanding through revival meetings (faith-renewal
movements), we stumbled because of differences in the doctrinal interpretation of the belief in the
second coming of Christ, causing division among  brethren of the same faith. Later, with the passage of
the Religious Bodies Act [in 1939] and when opposition to this law became impossible, our divided
churches joined the movement toward church union. Moreover, because there was an earlier trend
toward church union, the churches interpreted this union now as a decision of faith, not withstanding the
fact that under the pretext of the Religious Bodies Law, they had succumbed to the pressures of the
authority of the state. Thus, we also participated in the establishment of the United Church of Christ in
Japan. Further, in the process of joining the United Church and under this same law which promoted the
divinization of the Emperor, we submitted to the pressures of the state and altered our doctrine
concerning our belief in the second coming of Christ. Further, we obeyed state policies by performing
the national rituals of worshipping from afar [by bowing toward] the Imperial palace and singing the
national anthem ["Hail to the Imperial Reign"], and by worshipping at Shinto shrines. In addition, we
cooperated with the war effort by such acts as praying for a victory in war, donating funds for the
consolation of the imperial troops, and holding a celebration for the enactment of a system of
conscription of the Korean people.

Further, when confronted by oppression, we did not realize that our faith would be questioned
under the Peace Preservation Law. Because of our self-assurance in our patriotism and reverence for the
Emperor, we did not think that we were in conflict with the Peace Preservation Law on the denial of the
national polity (kokutai),? that is, we had accepted the Japanese Emperor system into our Christian faith.
Thus we drew close to the Imperial system when we published a pamphlet, entitled “National Life," on
the Japanese duty to serve the Emperor.

2 kokutai refers to the national political system, regarded as unique to Japan and as embodied in
the Japanese Emperor system. The Peace Preservation Law of 1925 prohibited organizing any

association with the objective of altering the kokutai.
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In court trials among the imprisoned pastors, some compromised their Christian faith, and as
Japanese citizens revived ancestral worship; others displayed a positive attitude toward worship at
Shinto shrines. Further, when our pastors realized that belief in the second coming of Christ was a
problem, they attempted to defend themselves by focusing upon the differences in the belief of the
second coming between themselves and their separated brethren. That defensiveness was not different
from the self-protecting attitude taken by the United Church of Christ in Japan during the time of
oppression, when they severed relations with the Holiness family of churches. In the midst of these
difficult times, lay people also abandoned their faith.

After the defeat of World War II, JHC seceded from the United Church of Christ in Japan and
re-established itself until today in order to revive its distinctive faith. Since then, under the protection of
God and by His leading, JHC has brought forth much fruit. Further, we have learned much about
historical and social issues through such recent events as the Yasukuni Shrine the succession of
Emperors,* the revision of the Religious Juridical Law (of 1945),° and the censure of the church for
attitudes of social discrimination.

Nevertheless, our understanding of social issues remains underdeveloped. Because of the
emphasis of our church on the vertical dimension of faith, the relationship of our church to society
remains superficial.

Furthermore, until recently, our church's understanding of history has been extremely narrow,
because the dominant view has been that our church had been the victim of oppression. Our church,
however, has avoided taking responsibility for the failure to examine our own history and to clarify the
controversial issues, in the same way as our nation has allowed the transgressions of the past to be
forgotten, like water flowing under a bridge, by glorifying the past war and the Emperor.

Further, the church in essence is a community of faith unified by a confession of faith. However,
often the unity of our church is borne by charismatic leaders. Even though charismatic leadership itself
may not be an error, its abuse in the church raises the question of a potential “internal emperor system," a
system which has a constitutional tendency toward irresponsibility and the earlier mentioned attitude of
discrimination.

11. Towards the Future

3 Yasukuni Shrine represents a separation of religion-and-state issue: in this case, public funding is
used to support a national war memorial that is also a Shinto shrine.

4 The succession of Emperors from Showa to Heisei in 1989 involved national and public coronation
ceremonies that were religious (Shinto) and supported by public funds. Also the continuation of
naming the era according to the reigning (Shinto) Emperor has raised problems for some Christians.
5 The Religious Juridical Law of 1945, which replaced the Religious Bodies Law of 1939, is being
revised to curtail religious freedom in the context of the recent Aum Shinrikyo incident.



The purpose of our statements here is not to censure the wrongdoings committed during World
War 11 by JHC, other Japanese churches, or the individuals concerned. Rather, even though the form has
changed, the pressures of the Emperor system, which caused the wartime church to fall into
transgression, continue today. Consequently, the issue for us today is how to live according to the
confession of faith, which the wartime church did not fulfill.

Hereupon we indict ourselves and confess our responsibilities.

W\, as Japanese citizens, in social solidarity bear responsibility for the transgressions of the nation
brought about by Japan's war of aggression, such as forced worship at Shinto shrines, compulsory
Japanese language education, genocide, comfort women for the Japanese military, and today through
economic power violent assault and contempt against other ethnic groups, and the evasion of
responsibility. Further, we recognize that even in the church there were mistaken historical views that
justified the war, displaying goodwill toward the Imperial family and contempt for other ethnic groups.

Further, by bearing responsibility in solidarity with the Japanese people, we do not mean to
obscure the question of the faithfulness of our church. We, who live in a society dominated by the
Japanese Emperor system, need to consider how we understand the gospel. Because our strong
emphasis on "Biblical faith" focused upon individual piety, our relationship to society became superficial.
As a result, our church has not only failed to understand the feelings of the peoples and churches of other
Asian nations, but also the feelings of the peoples of Korea and Okinawa, whose churches are of our
own denomination.

Now, we do repent before God and humanity our weaknesses and transgressions and do sincerely
ask for forgiveness.

Above all, we repent before God the sin committed by our church, of idolatrous worship at Shinto
shrines and of devotion to the Emperor.

Therefore, we apologize to the other Asian nations and their churches that our mission to these
nations cooperated with the war effort, following the path the Japanese war of aggression.

Further, we apologize for testimony given during the time of oppression in court trails that
betrayed our fellow Christians who were once of the same faith.

Further, we did not respond when the United Church of Christ in Japan apologized to the churches,
pastors and family members of the former Holiness related churches. That is because even today the
division that arose during the war between our church and the other denominations over the appropriate
response to oppression, in a large part, has not been healed. Concerning this matter, we, without
self-justification and conscious of our responsibility, feels the necessity of reconciliation.

Hereafter, we resolve to build up the church according to the will of God, based upon the
"Confession of Faith of the Japan Holiness Church." Further, we resolve to fulfill our responsibility to
society by a structure in which we can discern, without forgetting the lessons of history, the
circumstances of the time and place in which we live. Therefore, we resolve to understand the hearts of
the peoples of the other Asian nations and, in particular, given to us, to enrich the fellowship of the Asia
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Pacific Holiness Federation.

In preparation for the 100" anniversary of the Holiness missions, in repentance and faith we
resolve —following the prayer of penitence of our biblical forefathers, Nehemiah (1:4-11) and Daniel
(9:1-11)—to confess the sins of the community as our sins. Now;, as we approach the 21% century, we
pledge that the course of our church will follow the will of God in service to God and humanity.

March 20, 1997
The Japan Holiness Church 34th General Conference
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